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Introduction 

In a globalized world shaped by centuries of 

imperialism, migration, and economic disparity, 

literature becomes a powerful medium through 

which postcolonial identities and power 

dynamics are explored, contested, and 

redefined. Mohsin Hamid’s The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist (2007) and Khaled Hosseini’s 

The Kite Runner (2003) are two seminal works 

that delve into the complexities of East–West 

encounters. Set against the backdrop of U.S. and 

Middle East relations, global capitalism, and the 

aftermath of war and displacement, both novels 

explore the intricate interplay between identity, 

culture, and power. Through the experiences of 

their protagonists-Changez, a Pakistani man 

educated and employed in the United States, and 

Amir, an Afghan immigrant navigating life in 

both Afghanistan and America-these narratives 

offer critical insight into the cultural and 

political hierarchies that continue to define 
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contemporary global interactions. 

At the heart of these novels lies the theme of 

power dynamics, particularly how historical and 

modern structures of dominance continue to 

shape Eastern identities within Western 

frameworks. These dynamics are not only 

political or economic but are also embedded in 

personal relationships, cultural perceptions, and 

spatial movements. Changez’s initial embrace of 

American meritocracy quickly turns into a 

growing disillusionment as he becomes acutely 

aware of the West’s hegemonic interests masked 

as globalization. Similarly, Amir’s journey 

reveals how class and ethnic divides, rooted in 

Afghanistan’s colonial past, persist in defining 

social relations and personal guilt. 

Cultural representation is a central concern in 

both texts, as the authors challenge monolithic 

and often stereotypical portrayals of Eastern 

societies. The West is frequently portrayed as 

the arbiter of modernity, rationality, and 

progress, while the East is cast in narratives of 

violence, poverty, and backwardness. Hamid 

and Hosseini dismantle these binaries by 

presenting nuanced depictions of Pakistan and 

Afghanistan-nations with rich histories, diverse 

cultures, and resilient people. For instance, 

Lahore in The Reluctant Fundamentalist is not 

merely a troubled locale but a city of pride and 

heritage, while pre-war Kabul in The Kite 

Runner is shown as a vibrant, culturally thriving 

place. These representations resist the reductive 

gaze of Western media and literature, offering 

instead a localized and complex understanding 

of Eastern life. 

The symbolism of space and geography further 

enhances the examination of East-West 

relations. The spatial contrast between cities 

such as Lahore and New York, Kabul and San 

Francisco, reflects broader ideological conflicts. 

These cities become symbolic battlegrounds 

where identities are negotiated and power 

structures are either upheld or challenged. New 

York’s towering skyline, once a symbol of 

ambition for Changez, becomes a representation 

of Western imperial dominance. Likewise, 

Amir’s sense of alienation in San Francisco 

reveals the inner fragmentation experienced by 

immigrants caught between cultural worlds. 

Resistance emerges as a pivotal response to 

these dynamics. Changez’s rejection of the 

Western capitalist ethos and his return to Lahore 

mark a reclaiming of identity and agency. His 

transformation from a passive participant in 

global systems to a vocal critic exemplifies the 

intellectual and emotional journey of 

postcolonial resistance. Amir’s return to Kabul 

to rescue Sohrab represents not only personal 

redemption but also a symbolic act of 

reconnecting with his fractured homeland and 

confronting the historical injustices embedded in 

Afghan society. 

This paper aims to explore how The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and The Kite Runner portray 

East-West encounters through the lenses of 

power, cultural representation, and resistance. 

By drawing on postcolonial theory and close 

textual analysis, the study reveals how literature 

can critique dominant power structures and 

foreground the voices of those marginalized by 

global hegemonies. Ultimately, these novels 

offer a powerful commentary on the enduring 

legacies of colonialism and the ongoing 

struggles for identity, dignity, and representation 

in a deeply unequal world. 

Thesis Statement: 

This paper argues that The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and The Kite Runner critically 

explore the complexities of East-West 

encounters by exposing the power dynamics, 

cultural misrepresentations, and colonial 

legacies that shape individual identities and 

global relationships, ultimately revealing how 

resistance and self-realization emerge through 

the protagonists’ confrontation with Western 

hegemony and their reclamation of Eastern 

cultural identity. 

Research Questions: 

1) How do The Reluctant Fundamentalist 

and The Kite Runner represent power 

dynamics between the East and the West 

through their portrayals of socio-

economic inequality, migration, and 

cultural identity? 

2) In what ways do the protagonists of both 

novels resist or internalize Western 
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hegemony, and how does this resistance 

shape their personal and national 

identities? 

Research objectives: 

1) To analyze how The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and The Kite Runner 

depict East-West power dynamics 

through socio-economic inequality, 

migration experiences, and the 

construction of cultural identity. 

2) To explore the ways in which the 

protagonists in both novels either resist 

or internalize Western hegemony, and 

to examine how these responses 

influence their personal development 

and their relationship to national and 

cultural identity. 

Significance of the Study: 

This study holds significant value in the field of 

postcolonial literary studies, as it offers a 

comparative analysis of two influential 

contemporary novels: The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid and The Kite 

Runner by Khaled Hosseini through the lens of 

East-West power dynamics, cultural 

representation, and resistance. By focusing on 

how these novels portray socio-economic 

inequality, migration, and identity formation, 

the study contributes to a deeper understanding 

of the lingering effects of colonialism and the 

cultural tensions produced by globalization. 

In a world increasingly shaped by transnational 

migration, political conflict, and cultural 

hybridity, literature becomes a powerful tool to 

examine the complexities of identity, belonging, 

and resistance. This study is particularly 

significant for highlighting how marginalized 

voices from the Global South analyze Western 

hegemonic narratives and challenge 

stereotypical representations of Eastern 

societies. It underscores the importance of 

examining how personal experiences-such as 

those of Changez and Amir-mirror broader 

socio-political realities, allowing readers and 

scholars to contextualize literature within global 

power structures. 

Furthermore, the study contributes to academic 

discourse by bridging literary analysis with 

socio-political critique, offering insights 

valuable to fields such as comparative literature, 

cultural studies, diaspora studies, and 

international relations. It encourages a more 

nuanced and critical engagement with narratives 

emerging from postcolonial contexts and 

promotes a reevaluation of dominant cultural 

frameworks. Ultimately, this research seeks to 

amplify underrepresented perspectives and 

promote greater intercultural understanding 

through literary inquiry. 

Research Methodology and Literature 

Review: 

This study employs a qualitative, interpretive, 

and comparative literary analysis to examine the 

representation of power dynamics, cultural 

identity, and resistance in The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid and The Kite 

Runner by Khaled Hosseini. A postcolonial 

theoretical framework underpins the analysis, 

drawing on key concepts from Edward Said’s 

Orientalism, Homi Bhabha’s theories of 

hybridity and mimicry, and Gayatri Spivak’s 

idea of subaltern representation. This approach 

allows for a critical interrogation of East-West 

relations and the legacy of colonialism within 

contemporary South Asian literature. 

The primary texts are analyzed for recurring 

themes, narrative techniques, character 

development, and the symbolic use of space and 

geography. The research also considers how 

socio-economic inequality and migration 

experiences are portrayed and how they shape 

the characters’ responses to Western cultural 

hegemony. 

The study does not use surveys, interviews, or 

statistical data, as it is not empirical but textual 

and theoretical. Secondary sources-including 

scholarly journal articles, critical essays, and 

books on postcolonialism, identity, and 

diaspora-support the interpretation of the 

primary texts. The comparative method is 

central to this research, allowing the study to 

trace thematic parallels and divergences 

between the two novels and to deepen the 

understanding of how each author articulates 

resistance and representation in relation to 
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global power structures. 

A substantial body of scholarly work exists on 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist and The Kite 

Runner, particularly regarding their engagement 

with post-9/11 politics, migration, and cultural 

identity. Scholars have frequently explored 

Mohsin Hamid’s novel through the lens of 

postcolonial resistance and disillusionment with 

the American Dream. For instance, scholars 

such as Cristina Gámez-Fernández (2011) and 

Anna Hartnell (2010) argue that The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist critiques neoliberal 

globalization and racial profiling in the 

aftermath of 9/11. Changez’s transformation 

from a Princeton-educated professional to a 

critic of Western capitalism is often interpreted 

as a symbolic rejection of American imperialism 

and cultural assimilation. 

Similarly, The Kite Runner has been widely 

studied for its portrayal of ethnic division, 

trauma, and diasporic identity. Scholars like 

Ramin Jahanbegloo (2006) and Lisa Lau (2009) 

have focused on how Hosseini represents the 

inner conflict of Afghan identity in exile and 

how Amir’s guilt and redemption arc reflects 

broader national struggles. The novel is often 

read as a narrative of personal and historical 

reconciliation, with much attention given to its 

treatment of the Hazara-Pashtun divide and the 

long shadow of Afghanistan’s colonial and 

postcolonial crises. 

Despite the extensive individual studies, fewer 

scholars have conducted comparative analyses 

of both novels within the same postcolonial 

framework. Where such comparisons exist, they 

tend to focus on either migration or political 

trauma, leaving gaps in the integrated 

examination of power dynamics, spatial 

symbolism, and cultural representation. This 

study seeks to fill that gap by bringing the two 

novels into direct conversation, using 

postcolonial theory to examine how they 

collectively portray East-West encounters and 

the multifaceted nature of resistance in a 

globalized world. 

By synthesizing existing critical insights and 

offering a new comparative angle, this literature 

review establishes a strong foundation for 

further exploration of how Hamid and Hosseini 

contribute to the decolonization of narrative 

spaces in contemporary English literature. 

Discussion and Analysis: 

The novels The Reluctant Fundamentalist by 

Mohsin Hamid and The Kite Runner by Khaled 

Hosseini offer profound insights into the 

dynamics of power, cultural representation, and 

resistance within the context of East-West 

relations. Through the lens of postcolonial 

theory, these texts interrogate how global 

inequalities and colonial legacies continue to 

shape personal identity, national belonging, and 

cultural perception. Both authors center 

characters who straddle multiple cultural spaces: 

physically, emotionally, and politically and use 

their journeys to expose the uneven power 

structures embedded in global discourse. 

Power Dynamics and Socio-Economic 

Inequality 

Power in both novels is intricately tied to class, 

race, and geography. In The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist, Changez’s journey from 

Lahore to Princeton and later into corporate 

America reflects the illusion of upward mobility 

promised by Western meritocracy. His elite 

education initially appears to grant him access to 

American privilege, but his reliance on financial 

aid and his outsider status mark him as 

fundamentally different. As Changez himself 

notes, “I was one of only two Pakistanis in my 

class and the only one with financial aid” 

(Hamid, 2007, p. 21), a statement that subtly 

critiques the structural barriers that continue to 

exclude individuals from the Global South, even 

in supposedly inclusive spaces. 

Similarly, The Kite Runner presents the 

entrenched class hierarchy within Afghanistan 

through the relationship between Amir, a 

privileged Pashtun, and Hassan, a Hazara 

servant. Amir’s admission “I never thought of 

Hassan as my friend. He was my servant” 

(Hosseini, 2003, p. 41) captures the deep-rooted 

social divisions that reflect colonial and ethnic 

marginalization. These imbalances persist even 

after migration. Although Amir and Baba face 

economic challenges in the United States, their 

pre-existing social capital allows them to rise 
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more comfortably than other Afghan 

immigrants. Baba’s statement, “I didn’t bring us 

here for free money” (Hosseini, 2003, p. 147), 

reveals the shame tied to dependency and the 

persistence of class identity even in exile. 

In The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Changez’s 

professional career at Underwood Samson 

further reflects Western economic imperialism. 

His role in analyzing and restructuring 

companies in the developing world positions 

him as an agent of capitalist exploitation. 

Changez’s later realization“I was never under 

any illusion that my job was to help people; it 

was to help companies” (Hamid, 2007, p. 121) 

marks a critical turning point in his 

consciousness and introduces the theme of 

resistance against capitalist hegemony. 

Cultural Representation and the Western 

Gaze 

These two selected novels challenge Western 

stereotypes of Eastern societies as backward, 

violent, or impoverished. In The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist, Changez frequently comments 

on how Westerners perceive Pakistan. “When I 

told them I was from Lahore, their expressions 

often betrayed a hint of pity” (Hamid, 2007, p. 

94). This ‘pity’ exemplifies the patronizing view 

that equates economic struggle with cultural 

deficiency. Hamid thus critiques the tendency of 

Western narratives to flatten Eastern identities 

into simplistic caricatures. 

Hosseini’s The Kite Runner similarly pushes 

back against reductive Western representations 

of Afghanistan. While Western media often 

depicts the country solely in terms of war and 

poverty, Hosseini paints a vibrant pre-war 

Kabul-full of kites, gardens, and traditions. 

Baba’s assertion, “There is no better country 

than Afghanistan, and no better people” 

(Hosseini, 2003, p. 121), stands in stark contrast 

to the war-torn images often circulated in the 

West. This sentiment reclaims cultural pride and 

insists on the dignity of a people marginalized 

by foreign occupation and global narratives. 

Moreover, both authors portray how cultural 

representation impacts identity formation. Amir 

and Changez both experience cultural 

alienation. Amir, living in San Francisco, feels 

like a foreigner despite his efforts to assimilate. 

Changez, despite his successes, is reminded of 

his otherness, especially after 9/11, when 

suspicion and xenophobia increase. These 

experiences highlight how cultural 

representation in the West reinforces systems of 

exclusion. 

Resistance and the Reclamation of Identity 

Resistance in both novels emerges not through 

violent rebellion, but through personal and 

ideological transformation. In The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist, Changez’s disillusionment 

with America leads him to abandon his 

corporate career and return to Pakistan. His 

realization “The more I achieved, the less I was 

able to pretend to myself that I was an 

American” (Hamid, 2007, p. 163) symbolizes a 

rejection of imposed identity and a return to 

cultural authenticity. His resistance lies in 

choosing to disengage from the system that once 

promised him success. 

Amir’s resistance in The Kite Runner is more 

personal but equally symbolic. His return to 

Taliban-occupied Kabul to rescue Sohrab 

represents a confrontation with the moral 

failures of both his personal past and the political 

trauma of his homeland. His effort to redeem 

himself for betraying Hassan becomes a 

metaphor for reclaiming a fractured Afghan 

identity in the face of war and foreign 

domination. By telling Hassan’s story and 

embracing Sohrab, Amir resists the silence and 

shame that colonial and class-based violence 

often impose. 

Symbolism of Space and Geography 

Space in both novels is used symbolically to 

explore the East-West divide. In The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist, New York and Lahore 

represent conflicting ideological spaces. 

Initially, New York stands for ambition and 

belonging; but post-9/11, it becomes a site of 

surveillance, suspicion, and alienation. Changez 

reflects, “They approached me as one might 

approach a stray dog” (Hamid, 2007, p. 91), a 

powerful metaphor for dehumanization and the 

racialization of Eastern identity. 

Lahore, by contrast, becomes a site of 
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intellectual freedom and cultural pride. 

Changez’s return is not regression but an act of 

self-assertion. His monologue, delivered from 

Lahore to an unnamed American listener, 

reclaims narrative control from the West. His 

use of English, the language of the colonizer, to 

analyze Western imperialism is a subtle yet 

powerful form of resistance. 

In The Kite Runner, Kabul and San Francisco 

serve as emotional and ideological opposites. 

Kabul, before its devastation, is the heart of 

Amir’s identity, while post-invasion Kabul 

reflects the scars of imperialism and civil war. 

San Francisco, while materially secure, is 

emotionally hollow for Amir. His statement, “I 

felt like I was wearing someone else’s shoes” 

(Hosseini, 2003, p. 266), underscores the 

immigrant's alienation in the West. His return to 

Kabul is thus both a personal and political act, a 

reclaiming of identity and a reckoning with 

history. 

Through richly layered narratives, The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and The Kite Runner explore 

how power, culture, and space interact in 

shaping postcolonial identities. Both novels 

expose the exploitative undercurrents of 

globalization and challenge Western cultural 

superiority by foregrounding Eastern voices and 

experiences. The characters' resistance-whether 

ideological, moral, or emotional-serves as a 

powerful testament to the enduring struggle for 

identity and dignity in a world marked by 

historical inequality and cultural 

misrepresentation. Together, Hamid and 

Hosseini offer a compelling critique of East-

West relations and affirm the importance of 

literature in reimagining global power 

structures. 

Conclusion: 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist and The Kite 

Runner serve as powerful literary explorations 

of the multifaceted relationships between the 

East and the West, offering a critical lens on how 

cultural identity, power, and resistance are 

shaped by global inequalities and historical 

legacies. Through the lived experiences of 

Changez and Amir, both novels expose the 

subtle and overt mechanisms of Western 

dominance from economic exploitation and 

racial marginalization to cultural stereotyping 

and ideological control. At the same time, they 

celebrate the resilience of Eastern identities and 

the capacity for individuals to resist, reclaim, 

and redefine themselves in the face of such 

pressures. 

The comparative analysis reveals that socio-

economic inequality, cultural misrepresentation, 

and migratory dislocation are central to 

understanding the protagonists’ internal and 

external conflicts. Both characters undergo 

personal transformations that reflect broader 

societal and geopolitical struggles, highlighting 

how deeply the personal is intertwined with the 

political. Changez’s rejection of the American 

Dream and Amir’s return to war-torn Kabul are 

not simply individual acts but symbolic gestures 

of cultural and moral resistance. 

By foregrounding marginalized perspectives, 

Hamid and Hosseini challenge the hegemony of 

Western narratives and advocate for a more 

equitable, empathetic, and nuanced 

understanding of East-West relations. 

Ultimately, these novels invite readers to 

question dominant ideologies and to consider 

the lasting impact of colonialism, capitalism, 

and cultural hierarchy on global identities. In 

doing so, they affirm literature’s critical role in 

fostering dialogue, empathy, and resistance in a 

world still marked by division and imbalance. 

Findings 

1) Both novels reveal how prestigious 

institutions such as Princeton in The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist and the 

American immigration system in The 

Kite Runner, seemingly offer 

opportunity but often reinforce existing 

socio-economic and racial inequalities 

that marginalize characters from the 

Global South. 

2) Socio-economic status plays a critical 

role in character development and 

power dynamics. In both texts, wealth 

enables access and escape (Amir’s 

migration, Changez’s education), while 

poverty,especially in the case of Hassan 

and other marginalized characters limits 
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autonomy and enforces social 

subjugation. 

3) Western perceptions of Pakistan and 

Afghanistan often reduce these nations 

to backward or violent places. Both 

authors challenge these portrayals by 

highlighting the cultural richness, 

history, and humanity of Eastern 

societies. 

4) Cities like Lahore, New York, Kabul, 

and San Francisco serve as metaphors 

for cultural identity, power imbalance, 

and alienation. These spaces reflect not 

just physical locations but ideological 

positions within East-West relations. 

5) Migration in both novels is shown to be 

a complex, often painful experience. 

Characters feel dislocated and pressured 

to assimilate, yet they also confront the 

impossibility of fully belonging to either 

world, leading to emotional and 

psychological conflict. 

6) Both protagonists eventually resist 

Western hegemony-not through 

confrontation, but through self-

awareness and reclaiming their roots. 

Changez returns to Lahore to reject 

capitalist exploitation; Amir returns to 

Kabul to atone for past wrongs and 

reconnect with his heritage. 

7) The novels illustrate how colonial 

ideologies persist in modern forms-

through class divisions, internalized 

racism, and global capitalism. The 

Pashtun-Hazara divide in The Kite 

Runner and Changez’s corporate role in 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist both 

echo colonial structures of dominance 

and exclusion. 
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