
P-ISSN: 2710-4966 E-ISSN: 2710-4958
Vol. 4. No. 04 (Oct-Dec) 2024 Page 98-107

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Muhammad Abid Nazir 
Ph.D. Law Scholar, TIMES Institute Multan, Pakistan. 
abidnaziradv@gmail.com 

Dr. Shaukat Hussain 
Bhatti 
(Corresponding Author) 

Associate Professor-Law, TIMES Institute Multan, Pakistan. 
shaukathussain78682@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

Introduction 

Libel, which tarnishes a person’s character 
through communication, or libel, is a vital legal 
construct that safeguards against aspersions of 
an individual’s honor and integrity. In Pakistan, 
defamation is heavily justified due to the 
importance of honor and family bonds within 
society and Islamic religious contexts (Khan, 
2021; Malik & Rana, 2022). The present legal 
regime of defamation law in Pakistan can be 
perceived as the synthesis of legislation, legal 
traditions from British law, and culture, and its 
specificity stems from Pakistan's historical and 
social experience (Yousaf & Jamil, 2022; 
Ahmed, 2023). 

The Pakistani constitution and legal structure 
have been inherited from the British, and it is a 
fusion of Islamic law and the system of English 

common law. This duality is best illustrated in 
its handling of defamation regarding principles 
of common law that originated centuries ago 
while assimilating the present-day casual 
culture, the Pakistani strength of honor (izzat) as 
well as dignity (Hussain, 2021; Ali & Mahmood, 
2023). Pakistan’s defamation law is provided by 
the Defamation Ordinance 2002 and some 
provisions in the Pakistan Penal Code and the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Nasir & Khan, 
2022). 

Having reviewed the history of defamation laws 
worldwide, it has become clear that the laws in 
Pakistan are not independent of the global 
culture of defamation laws. Extending to the 
English common law, defamation is not an 
unchanging paradigm as it is anever-becoming 
and dynamic practice (Shah & Qureshi, 2021). 
When they in the Indian subcontinent under the 
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British colonization these principles also 
evolved to different new forms depending on the 
culture of the Indian societies. After 
independence, particularly in the last decade, 
Pakistan has further polished its defamation 
laws to protect the individual reputation 
continuing the fight to recognize the 
fundamental right of freedom of speech and 
expression (Ahmed, 2023; Raza & Malik, 2024). 

Indeed, honor in Islamic and Pakistani culture 
remains significant as it is a part of the culture, 
society, and religion. Honor is a major part of 
culture that greatly influences legal 
requirements and perception of defamation 
(Malik & Rana, 2022; Siddiqui, 2023). The 
religion of Islam pays much regard to the 
chastity of one's character, and that is why Islam 
does not allow one to backbite or slander. These 
rules put the essential faith belief in addition to 
the conventional Pakistani societal norms that 
trust family pride and societal position,creating 
a specific setting in which the defamation laws 
are understood and exercised (Khan & Ahmed, 
2022). 

This paper examines how and to what extent 
common law principles are used in defamation 
cases within Pakistan’s legal framework. 
However, apart from using and applying cases 
from other common law countries, especially 
England, the country’s courts cannot lose sight 
of cultural Taboos and Islamic law (Hussain, 
2021; Ali & Butt, 2023). This dynamism of the 
interaction between the introduced legal 
concepts and autochthonous values creates a 
specific juridical aspect of defamation, 
developing continuously in association with 
social transformations and new technologies 
(Zafar&Rashid, 2024). 

Comparing and contrasting Pakistan’s 
defamation laws with the other common law 
countries and then seeing where it differs from 
them is the objective of this paper. As already 
indicated, Pakistan has a similar legal tradition 
to the United Kingdom, India, and Australia, yet 
each has carved out its distinct approach to the 
fair balance between reputation protection and 
free speech (Shah & Khan, 2023 ; Gupta, 2022). 
For example, the recent Defamation Act 2013 in 
the UK brought comprehensive changes to the 

climate that provided robust protection to free 
speech while reporting, which is becoming an 
opposite scenario in Pakistan today. Likewise, 
India’s approach has also emerged different 
from Pakistan given their legal connection, 
especially in handling of online defamation 
cases (Gupta, 2022; Rashid & Malik, 2024). 

Because defamation law involves concerns 
surrounding reputation, the era of social media 
and freely accessible online platforms has 
brought new possibilities for these concerns to 
multiply and spread more rapidly. Like most 
countries, Pakistan has the challenge of applying 
the principles of the common law defamation 
regime in this fast-changing digital milieu (Ali 
& Ahmed, 2024; Nasir & Mahmood, 2022). The 
nature of communications and the anonymity of 
the Internet present major obstacles to enforcing 
the laws on defamation, therefore requiring 
reconsideration of legal norms and judicial 
practices (Khan & Siddiqui, 2023). 

Furthermore, there are questions regarding 
interaction of defamation laws with basic rights 
including right to freedom of speech in the 
country. Opponents believe that tight 
defamation laws may suppress freedom of 
speech, thus negating multiple political 
processes and limiting journalists’ freedom of 
speech (Raza, 2023; Akram & Butt, 2024). If 
anything, advocates argue that strong 
defamation laws are necessary to uphold order 
and respect for the person in society in which 
honor is highly valued (Qureshi & Shah, 2022). 

There are practical difficulties with applying 
defamation laws in Pakistan, too. There are so 
many unanswered questions regarding the 
efficiency of the judicial system in handling 
defamation cases, the likelihood of abuse of 
legal procedures and processes in defamation 
suits, and the availability of legal recourses to 
the general public that all call for further 
research focusing on the subject (Khan, 2020; 
Sayed & Ali, 2021). 

Based on these interactions, it is crucial to 
undertake a critical examination of how 
common law principles of defamation law are 
applied and developed in Pakistan context. I will 
argue that such an analysis is relevant in the 
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ongoing debates relating to comparative law and 
has practical implications for legal professionals 
operating in the region, legal bureaucracies and 
the general populace in future work (Ahmed & 
Malik, 2024). This work seeks to provide insight 
into the collected aspects of this issue in Pakistan 
and to determine the specificities of the 
approach employed in the country, within the 
context of further possible reform or evolution 
of the existing legislation, while considering 
such features of legal power as ⸚the conflict 
between the interests of defense of personal 
honor and protection of the freedom of speech. 

While defamation laws have played an 
important role in shaping Pakistan’s legal and 
social scenerio, few important research 
questions remain unanswered. Firstly, there is a 
lack of review of the existing academic literature 
that explores the practical application of the 
principles of common law in Pakistani 
defamation cases Losonczy, 2020 ; Al-Saggaf& 
McDonald, 2021; Hussain, 2021 ; Ali & Butt, 
2022 ; Harvey &Eirnna, 2023). Although there 
are theories, there isn’t enough research on how 
these values and principles work hand in hand 
with local cultural norms, and Islamic theories 
of honor when practiced and applied in 
courtrooms (Siddiqui, 2023; Zafar & Rashid, 
2024). Moreover, the recent landmark 
defamation cases and their influence on the 
decisions strategically and judicially as well as 
changes in societal attitudes towards defamation 
law of Pakistan are yet to be fully unveiled and 
examined logically by scholars thus leaving the 
subsequent research question which is gap 
identified by Raza and Malik (2024). 

The main research question brought forward in 
this study concerns how Pakistan’s legal system 
copes with the clash between freshly grafted 
common law principles of defamation and the 
indigenous culture of honor & dignity 
perception. Specifically, this study aims to 
address the following questions: In what extent 
do modern Pakistani laws on defamation address 
the rights of a person to protect his/her 
reputation without infringing the constitutional 
right of freedom of speech? How far has it 
become an obvious trend to modify or 
reinterpret the common law principles to suit 

local cultural and religious values in Pakistan? 
What problems occur when trying to apply ‘old 
world’ defamation concepts in the context of 
today’s widespread requirements for 
communication? Guaranteeing trade freedom in 
such regions requires elevated levels of all-
round development, which, in the context of the 
envisioned expanses of the global economy in 
Ahmed & Malik, 2024, and Khan & Siddiqui, 
2023. 

To fill these gaps, this study is set out with the 
following objectives: To analyse the application 
and adaptation of common law defamation 
principles in Pakistan. Its importance now 
resides in its ability to contribute to legal 
discourse and apply cases as well as to shape 
policies (Qureshi & Shah, 2022; Akram & Butt, 
2024). Regarding legal practitioners, this study 
provides knowledge on historical analyzes of 
defamation laws in Pakistan, which might alter 
litigation procedures. This analysis of the 
tension between personal and public liberties 
may also interest policymakers to understand the 
future direction of legislation that balances both 
concerns. Furthermore, this work enriches the 
worldwide debate on comparative legal studies 
by establishing Pakistan’s course and providing 
insights into the development of defamation 
laws in different global common legal culture 
contexts (Shah & Khan, 2023; Rashid & Malik, 
2024). 

Materials and Methods  

The research is primarily qualitative and uses 
doctrinal legal analysis as the main research 
technique. Doctrinal legal research is used when 
researching legal systems and involves 
scrutinizing legal propositions through an 
analysis that approves on primary legal material 
which includes; case law, statues and benchmark 
commentaries. This method is most appropriate 
for this study since it enables a top-down and 
systematic approach to how defamation laws 
protected under the Constitution of Pakistan 
¬which are rooted in common law¬ operate in 
real life and the discretion made in a situation 
people’s honor against freedom of expression. 

The doctrinal legal analysis has been 
chosen  because it gives a thorough description 
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and application of the laws of a particular 
country. Since the research purpose is primarily 
to study the use of defamation laws in Pakistan 
in an environment that embraces common law 
traditions, doctrinal analysis allows 
for sophisticated legal text and case 
interpretation. Analyzing the cases in such a way 
enables the author to discuss how the courts 
understand defamation based on legal and 
cultural standards, especially about the violation 
of honor in Pakistan. 

Through a lens which directs the investigation of 
case law and statutory laws, the research stands 
prepared to make a meaningful contribution to 
the emerging body of literature that explores the 
legal possibilities and limits of free speech in the 
cultural context. The analysis of the information 
collected means that quantitative approaches 
may fail to capture such factors as recurrence of 
legal themes, legal contradictions and judicial 
trends. Furthermore, doctrinal analysis enables 
an investigation of how Pakistani courts carry 
out an implication of received legal standards of 
the common law system and accommodate local 
impositions guided by Islamic law and local 
culture.It thus qualifies as a suitable method for 
this study. 

These include peer-reviewed articles, 
government publications, newspaper and journal 
articles, research reports, official reports, and 
websites on Pakistan’s defamation laws. First, 
and most importantly, Pakistan’s higher courts’ 
decisions that include the Supreme Court and 
High Courts will be considered the main data 
collection source. These cases will be studied to 
understand judicial views on defamation and 
how courts balance personal rights to honour 
and integrity with the right to freedom of 
expression. 

Furthermore, there is an analysis of other legal 
provisions of defamation PPC, the law on 
defamation, Pakistan Penal Code and other 
legislation Defamation Ordinance 2002. The 
following laws describe the legal rules regarding 
defamation civil wrong and offer the particulars 
of remedies and immunities for offenders. 
Second, Pakistan’s legal commentaries and 
Pakistani and foreign academic journals 
addressing defamation laws and common law 

processes will be used to gather secondary data. 
These commentaries will assists in siting the 
specific collected primary data within the wider 
legal discourse and established theory. 

The set of propositions underpinning this 
research is to look at the interrelations of legal 
reasoning, as the British common law tradition 
received by Pakistan law, and of cultural and 
religious views on defamation current in 
Pakistani society. Legal rationality is at the heart 
of this framework, including, in defamation 
cases, the recognition of the use of the common 
law tradition to guard the person's honor and 
freedom of speech. In this way, the research will 
examine whether the Pakistani courts follow the 
traditional inherited common law principles of 
truth as a defence, fair comment, and privilege 
or adapt them to reflect the local culture. 

Also, it includes the study of Islamic legal 
jurisprudence and its application in the 
defamation case, concerning judicial decision 
making. Honor is an important cultural asset in 
Islamic societies, so Pakistan’s courts frequently 
considered these values when hearing 
defamation cases. The study will thus compare 
and contrast the role of honor related cultural 
practice against the common law inhorn 
practices in defamation Law in the courts. This 
broad lament methodology allows for a meta-
interpretation of the role of defamation laws in 
Pakistan as both a reflection and producer of 
sociological, legal, and personal appropriations. 

The method to be employed in data collection is 
the use of primary and secondary legal 
information sources in Pakistan. Such data 
primary consist of judgments and Legal 
Opinions from the Supreme Court and High 
Courts of Pakistan. These will be obtained from 
official courts, courthouse and state records, 
legal databases, and published legal reports. 
Moreover, the legal information derived from 
the Statutes of Pakistan, the Penal code, and the 
Defamation Ordinance of 2002 will be discussed 
regarding the sections regarding defamation and 
defense measures. 

Besides these, primary legal databases and 
secondary data would be collected from other 
sources, such as journals, books, and legal 
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commentaries, highlighting the development 
and existing situation of defamation law in 
Pakistan. This will entail works dissecting the 
external impacts of the common law system on 
Pakistani law and works addressing the social 
and religious aspects of honor in defamation 
cases. 

In terms of methodology, data analysis will be 
made through a spatial review of published case 
law and statutes alongside legal commentaries 
through the doctrinal approach. These areas will 
consist of and contain the following categories: 
cases involving the operation of the common 
law; Islamic law impact; and Culture and honor. 
This right will be dissected for rationale in each 
case, making a pattern of how the courts 
inevitably weigh the right to honor against 
freedom of speech. 

Although provisions of legal nature are already 
discussed under the section Pakistan, the 
statutory analysis will briefly discuss the 
Pakistan Penal Code coupled with the 
Defamation Ordinance 2002 emphasizing the 
practical application of the laws. This will 
involve a contrast between the provisions of the 
Pakistan law and the common law to determine 
the correlation between Pakistani laws and the 
international laws or standards. As for 
secondary legal sources, these will be employed 
to explain the primary data and enlarge the 
debate around defamation and freedom of 
expression. The case comments will be analyzed 
equally to identify critical insights regarding 
Pakistani defamation cases under Islamic and 
common law. 

The focus on qualitative data analysis means that 
the study will be able to explore the specifics 
concerning how legal rules are being interpreted 
and the extent to which such interpretations 
serve societal values. Specifically, the study 
objectives include: A. Determining the patterns 
of continuity and change in judicial decision-
making B. Exploring the strategies that courts 
use to reconcile legal rules and cultural 
practices.C. 

One of the main drawbacks of the current 
qualitative approach under analysis is the 
subjectivity of case-law interpretation. Every 

decision the judiciary makes has a behavioural 
premise due to the differences in the judiciary's 
individuals.Though the doctrinal analysis 
method provides a certain formalism, it does not 
capture all the rationale for deciding in a 
particular manner. Further, by concentrating on 
the higher courts, the study may miss out on 
legal changes arising in the lower courts, which 
also define the practice of defamation laws. 

However, the sources used in the study are only 
legal documents that are in the public 
domain.Therefore,the study does not capture 
rulings, other less known or more elaborate ones 
that are not easily accessed. Lastly, issues 
regarding honor as a culture and its influence on 
law judgments may be challenging to measure 
numerically.This may lead to certain gaps in 
comprehending how vitriolic these cultural 
effects might be. 

Results and Discussions  

The nature of legal research undertaken in the 
present study involved a thematic analysis of the 
case laws, statutes and literature on defamation 
and its interface with honor in Pakistan. It could, 
therefore, be helpful in cases where patterns 
need to be searched and analyzed for.” Three 
key themes emerged from this analysis: 

 The Tension between Defamation Laws 
and Freedom of Expression 

 The Role of Honor in Shaping Judicial 
Interpretations of Defamation 

 The Influence of Common Law and 
Islamic Principles in Pakistan’s 
Defamation Jurisprudence 

The Tension between Defamation Laws and 
Freedom of Expression 

A major theme in defamation law in Pakistan is 
the balance that has been sought to strike 
between protecting an individual’s reputation 
and the right to free speech. Defamation laws 
aim to protect people from received statements 
that are libellous, scandalous, malignant, or tend 
to injure their reputations, and such rights are not 
without their conflicts with press and speech 
freedoms in the media and journalism. 

The Defamation Ordinance 2002 and sections 
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PPC provide legal framework for defamation 
wherein both civil and criminal remedies maybe 
availed in a defamation matter. Nevertheless, 
these laws that safeguard personal honor has 
been regarded by certain scholars as harmful to 
freedom of speech especially when journalists 
and other personalities are involved(Khan, 
2019). Celebrities and some politicians have 
sued the media organisations to defend 
themselves or their parties, therefore, arise the 
dangers that defamation laws are being used to 
stifle investigative journalism and free speech 
(Ali, 2018). 

Asif Ali Zardari vs. News International (2015) is 
a typical example where the Pakistan Supreme 
Court had to consider freedom of balancing right 
of operation for personal reputation against the 
right of access to information by the public. 
Albeit the court identified free speech especially 
where such speech is in the public interest and 
the need to protect ones reputation, which 
captures the paradox within Pakistan’s 
defamation laws (Siddiqui, 2017). 

Pakistan is a relative ratifier of the ICCPR, 
which indicates that legal frameworks anchored 
on defamation laws should not adversely affect 
freedom of speech. However, there has 
been gradual progress in domestic legislation 
regarding these collective international 
standards (Human et al., 2019). 

The Role of Honor in Shaping Judicial 
Interpretations of Defamation 

In this paper, the significance of culture and 
social structure in defamation cases in Pakistan 
is highly observed through the analysis of the 
honor, also known as ‘izzat’. Honor is not only 
individual but also belongs to the family and the 
community and for this reason defamation 
actions bearing on honor are highly susceptible. 
This theme is strongly connected with Islamic 
and local traditions; people are worrying about 
their honor (Hussain & Mirza, s.a.). 

Thus Pakistani defamation law discussed in 
Section 499-500 of the Pakistan Penal Code 
reflects this culture by preserving not only the 
individual dignity but also the family’s honor as 
well.. Again, cases that are embarrassing to the 
family and especially where the woman is 

involved, the court deemed fit to accord some 
importance to the effects of defamation on 
society (Malik, 2019). In Ghulam Rasool vs. 
Muhammad Aslam (2016) the court’s decision 
opened how much dishonor affects the legal 
process, where reputational harm included the 
whole of the plaintiff’s family (Khan, 2018). 

The use of honor is more pertinent in cases 
where the scandalous aspects are related to the 
woman as the primary perpetrator of defaming 
another woman’s character will mean that she 
lost her honor and most of the time such losses 
are disastrous in the context of Pakistani society. 
For instance, in Shamim Ara vs. In The State 
(2014), the court seemed most worried about the 
woman’s honor while defending herself against 
false accusations and this is because the 
Pakistani judiciary is rife with gendered 
perceptions of honor (Hassan & Saleem, 2021). 

This focus on honor makes defamation laws 
much harder to apply, partly because it broadens 
the defamed from one’s reputation to the 
community’s integrity and, generally, ethical 
standards. Even though, safeguarding the honor 
constitutes substantiated reason, particularly in 
the regions of rural and tribal representation 
since social standing inevitably emerging 
practice poses the issue of gender discriminated 
courts. What triggers Women to be more 
involved in defamation cases that perpetrate 
even the traditional patriarchal oppression is still 
a mystery (Malik, 2019). 

The Influence of Common Law and Islamic 
Principles in Pakistan’s Defamation 
Jurisprudence 

Another feature of Pakistan’s defamation law 
matrix is the cross-over between common law 
and Sharia law as two sources of law in the 
country. Pakistan successively inherited a 
common law system from British colonization, 
but recently, Shariah has affected Pakistan’s 
legal system to some extent in areas of personal 
law and defamation (Ghafoor, 2020). 

Traditionally, the closest concepts to public 
affairs defamation defense importities consist of 
the defenses called truth, fair comment and 
privilege. Nevertheless, in the context of 
Pakistan, these principles rather get modified to 
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meet the criteria of Islamic norms of moral and 
honor (Mirza & Riaz, 2017). The court has 
awarded absolute defence with truth but the 
concept of ‘public morality/decency’ affects has 
accommodated Sharia law knowledge of 
Pakistan, keeping it a constitutionally developed 
common law system with Islamic considerations 
(Saeed 2019). 

Sharia law mainly comes into force in cases 
involving perjury or defamation,a common 
feature in defamation cases. What applies in 
Pakistan courts is the qadhf, which refers to false 
accusations, particularly sexual offenses, and 
defamation concerning the violation of the 
moral code of society. Criminal laws of Islamic 
traditions donot take slander offenses 
lightly.Slander offenses often have religious and 
social implications integrated into juridical 
rationality (Qureshi, 2021). 

However, crossing the shareholder’s common 
law and Islamic law sometimes results in 
seeking legal reasoning that may be 
incongruous. Those legal traditions, such as the 
common law tradition, invariably protect free 
speech, whereas, Sharia law for instance now 
provides more importance to people’s dignity or 
avoiding public humiliation. It becomes 
apparent where the defamation case relates to 
sensational issues including blasphemy, 
immoral allegations, or a religion leader. For 
example, in Nasir vs. Ali (2017), the court 
considered common law defence vis-a-vis the 
Islamic law prohibition of slander that shows the 
struggles of applying the common law tradition 
and the Islamic law (Zafar, 2018). 

Nevertheless, the courts of Pakistan are still 
trying to bring more integrity to defamation 
laws. One such attempt was made in Sadiq vs. 
ARY Digital (2019), in which the court 
introduced the common law defenses while 
taking recourse to the Islamic law provision of 
the principle of `maslahah’ in measuring the 
social harm done by defamatory statements 
(Raza, 2020). This case shows that Pakistan’s 
judiciary aims to reconcile and coordinate two 
opposing legal systems, and, at the same time, it 
wants to promote its defamation laws to meet the 
requirements of the international legal 
framework while preserving the nation’s 

cultural values. 

Discussions 

These results from this study present an 
understanding of the contentious link between 
defamation laws, individual honor, and freedom 
of speech in Pakistan. The findings conclude that 
although defamation laws are intended to 
safeguard an individual’s reputation, they 
infringe on free speech, where aggrieved 
powerful individuals practice defamation laws 
to gag opponents. This supports the views of 
Khan (2019) who observed that defamation laws 
in Pakistan are often used to stifle free speech 
and discourage media probe. Moreover, this 
research shows that the idea of honor plays an 
essential part in defamation cases in terms of 
women’s participation because it is partly in line 
with Malik’s (2019) work on gendered 
defamation: social expectations and their impact 
on women’s behavior. 

Concerning the development of defamation law 
in Pakistan, the interaction between common 
law and Islamic law also proved important. 
Promise in the previous research works, Ghafoor 
(2020) pays attention to the legal reasoning 
underpinning Islamic principles, particularly 
moral jurisprudence and civic order. This 
research validates that courts tend to protect 
honor and moral virtue rather than general 
freedom of speech, especially when someone is 
accused of immoral behavior or perjury 
(Hussain & Mirza, 2020). Standard law rules on 
defamation are applied more liberally than 
Islamic law, particularly the concept of qadhf, 
which continues to inform judgments (Qureshi, 
2021). 

Moreover, the results of this study support 
Siddiqui’s (2017) point that the Pakistani 
judiciary is not yet clear on how to maintain the 
rights of the subject and liberate reputation when 
such rights interfere with freedom of speech in 
the public interest. This tension has risen 
especially in the recent past, especially when 
celebrities are involved in defamation lawsuits 
complicating the defamation laws in the country. 

Upon aligning this study with the preceding 
literature, several similarities and differences 
come into view. For instance, media activists 
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such as Ali (2018) and Human Rights Watch 
(2019) have observed that political appointees 
have exploited defamation laws to stifle media. 
These prior observations align with this study's 
results regarding the political manipulation of 
defamation cases in Pakistan. However, the 
studies of the earlier period mostly concerned a 
few dramatically discussed defamation cases, 
whereas the present research extends the 
function of honor in less Shine, socially 
important, and particularly those in which 
women and family honor are concerned. Malik 
(2019) also pointed out the issue of gender in 
defamation law in Pakistan, and this study also 
pays attention to how these cases are connected 
to the severe cultural norms of honour and purity 
of women. 

Unlike some of the previous works that pointed 
to the impossibility of applying common law 
and Islamic law concurrently in the courts and 
that common law fully superseders Sharia law 
(Ansari, 2019), this work establishes that, albeit 
insufficient and in an unequal manner, the courts 
are gradually learning how to harmonize these 
two legal systems. That being said, the clash 
between Islamic principles and common norms 
is still very much evident in the court, as 
Ghafoor (2020) has pointed out; nonetheless, the 
judiciary seems more willing to actually try to 
find ways to mediate between the two in order to 
tackle new age issues. This is a gradual process 
that took some time to take place to reflect the 
fact that Pakistan’s legal system is also 
dynamism and alters constantly to the social and 
political changes. 

Conclusion 

This paper established legal, cultural, and social 
issues that exist between defamation law and the 
honor of an individual within Pakistan’s context. 
Most of the findings suggest that although 
defamation laws were meant to give an 
individual protection concerning his or her 
reputation, they have been found to have an 
implication on freedom of the speech especially 
when exercised by influential personalities in 
efforts to quash any protest. But where honor is 
involved specifically involving women, there 
are some shades and extra dimension where 
courts try to balance dignity of individuals and 

honor. Further, modification of Islamic law and 
common law in the defamation cases reveals a 
dynamic series of legal systems attempting to 
cater for fallen contemporary society vices and 
values without overlooking cultural/religious 
lineages. 

These debits become limiting factors for this 
study given the fact that all the data was 
collected and analysed from Pakistan only; 
therefore the findings of this study may not 
apply to other jurisdiction having different legal, 
social and cultural culture. However, the chosen 
qualitative doctrinal approach has its limitations 
and may present interpretative biases since the 
major focus is made on the subjective 
understanding of the language of the laws and 
judgments. Such limitations inform the call for 
comparative research that includes a larger 
number of countries. 

More longitudinal studies are needed to compare 
the other Muslim majority countries’ defamation 
laws, including similarities and differences in 
relation to the application of Islamic principles 
in common law. It also important to see more 
empirical researches seeking to understand 
freedom of speech or combination of laws of 
defamation in Pakistan and more so in the jour 
journalists and activists. Lastly, future work 
could make a theme of the gender aspect of 
defamation law and its relation to female’s rights 
as well as the view of honor in society. 
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