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Introduction 

Gayle Tzemach Lemmon's novel, “The 
Dressmaker of Khair Khana,”, chronicles the 
triumph of Kamila Sidiqi over the oppressive 
and restrictive polity of Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan. The story portrays a true spirit of 
endurance and ingenuity driven by adverse 
factors, particularly concerning women's status 
in society and their freedom of movement. 
During the Taliban's rule from 1996 to 2001, 
women in Afghanistan faced severe restrictions 

that confined and marginalized their roles to 
homes while depriving them of any economic 
opportunity. 

Thus, we can view Kamila Sidiqi's story as a 
beacon of hope for Afghan women and evidence 
of the importance of economic enlightenment. 
Sidiqi managed to sell dresses to feed her family 
and offered an opportunity of employment to 
other women, so she empowered other women 
through fashion while standing up against 
oppression. The main goals of this paper are to 
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analyze the concepts of economic development 
and sustainability in relation to Lemmon's work, 
as well as to investigate how Sidiqi's experience 
and her transition to becoming an entrepreneur 
may be useful for women in conflict-affected 
regions. 

Literature Review 

There have been numerous efforts by scholars to 
explore women’s emancipation through 
entrepreneurship, especially in conflict zones. 
Discourses often use entrepreneurship to 
empower women to be economically productive 
in environments that limit their freedom. Khalid 
(2019) has demonstrated in his research that 
entrepreneurship provides women with 
economic support and ensures their acceptance 
by society, even in the most challenging 
circumstances. Whenever women possess the 
requisite capital to commence and maintain 
business, they gain financial security in addition 
to rejecting oppressive societal practices. 

Agha (2017) examines women's ways of living 
in a war and socio-political insecurity 
environment, focusing on economic activities as 
buffers against the negative impacts of war. In 
Afghanistan, the newly emerging Taliban 
prohibited women from working, studying, or 
appearing in public, and that seriously limited 
their participation in society. Sidiqi’s business 
achievements are indicative of major ways that 
such limitations impact the lives of women and 
how they transform these constraints. 

Khan (2018) made a revelation on how the 
Taliban affected Afghan women, noting that the 
regime was indifferent to the women, relegating 
them to subordinate positions and limiting their 
participation in the economy as well as in public 
domains. Kamila Sidiqi's story, among all the 
women narrated in “The Dressmaker of Khair 
Khana,”, can best be described as an example of 
women's resistance and survival, which 
demonstrates how, despite the odds, women are 
capable of creating businesses. 

Analysis 

Kamila Sidiqi’s Entrepreneurial Journey 

“The Dressmaker of Khair Khana,” illustrates 
the real-life story of Kamila Sidiqi, 

demonstrating that business can thrive even in 
the most challenging circumstances. In the 
shadow of Taliban rule, the book describes 
Sidiqi's struggle to open a dressmaking shop in 
AF. The Taliban came to power and effectively 
limited women’s rights and their social liberties, 
such as banning them from working and going 
outside. Nevertheless, due to these barriers, 
Sidiqi tried to support her family and set up a 
small dressmaking business. 

At the beginning of his work, Sidiqi faced 
numerous obstacles. In a society under Taliban 
control, women faced restrictions on leaving 
their homes, making it difficult for them to 
gather supplies and secure clients. However, 
owing to her creativity and determination, Sidiqi 
was able to overcome these challenges. Reader 
Lemmon (2011) explains how Sidiqi was able to 
acquire materials and build a work space in her 
own home, both of which prove that she was not 
only strong but was also an entrepreneur 
(Lemmon, 2011 p. 65). 

Sidiqi's success in owning her own business 
benefited not only the individual but also the 
whole community. For example, to mitigate the 
negative impact of the Taliban's restrictions, 
Sidiqi hired other women who had also suffered 
under the Taliban's rule, giving the affected 
women a reason to support and sustain 
themselves economically. She established a 
business progression that led to significant 
expansion, demonstrating her ability to thrive 
even in the face of challenging circumstances. 
According to Lemmon (2011), the business 
played an important role in generating income 
for her family and equally provided hope for 
other women in the same society as Sidiqi. 

Economic Empowerment as a Form of 
Resistance 

“The Dressmaker of Khair Khana,” also 
showcases Kamila Sidiqi's business success as a 
means of resistance against the Taliban regime. 
In the former Taliban regime, they tried to keep 
women and girls in their homes, limiting them to 
jobs and careers. Therefore, by successfully 
running a dressmaking business, Sidiqi defied 
these restrictions and claimed her autonomy in a 
patriarchal society. 
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Lemmon (2011) explains that to Sidiqi, his 
business was about more than the ability for him 
and his family to pay for food; it was an act of 
rebellion against the Taliban and their 
oppression of women (p. 78). Sidiqi showed that 
women could work, become successful 
entrepreneurs, and challenge male dominance 
even under the most unfavorable conditions. She 
became a symbol of success and contributed to 
disrupting the Taliban’s belief that women 
should be home-bound, mute, and lacking any 
skills in leadership or finding solutions. 

One cannot analyze the effects of Sidiqi’s 
business only in terms of the personal gains she 
achieved. Thus, with employment opportunities 
and the support of other women, Sidiqi was able 
to cultivate the tradition of togetherness and 
struggle in her milieu. Her business became a 
protest against the Taliban regime's opposition 
to women's rights, a testament to the power of 
change that comes with financial independence. 

Social and Economic Networks 

A crucial factor in Kamila Sidiqi’s success is the 
formation of social and economic contacts 
among women. Kamila Sidiqi transformed the 
dressmaking business into a social hub where 
women could unite, provide mutual support, and 
foster friendships. These networks became 
influential in assisting women to overcome the 
difficulties that arose from the Taliban 
regulations. 

Lemmon (2011) explains that Sidiqi’s business 
created an organizational culture that built a 
community among the women who worked for 
her business (p. 92). The business's economic 
opportunities enabled women on the production 
line to support one another and work in unity in 
ways that transcended the physical venue of 
work. This collective view of economic self-
reliance underlines the significance of social 
networks in nurturing support and fostering 
togetherness. 

The creation of these networks also had other 
impacts on the community at large. You are 
welcome to purchase this work, as well as other 
works on related subjects, from the Internet 
purchase center. They found employment in 
Sidiqi's business, which not only secured job 

opportunities for the women but also facilitated 
their networking, empowering them to resist the 
Taliban regime. The networks she developed 
during her career facilitated the provision of 
basic needs for women and resistance to Taliban 
edicts. 

Narrative Techniques and Feminist Themes 

Thus, Gayle Tzemach Lemmon effectively 
narrates the book's ideas, feminist tones, and 
message of hope through “The Dressmaker of 
Khair Khana,”'s chosen narrative style. The 
interconnection between the personal and 
political narratives ensures the reader gets an 
engaging story that goes beyond just Sidiqi’s 
entrepreneurial success. 

Lemmon (2011) employs the storytelling style 
that incorporates actual accounts with the 
political discourse in which readers are more 
likely to find Sidiqi’s tale relatable (p. 105). On 
the one hand, it reveals all the difficulties that 
Sidiqi has experienced; on the other hand, it 
underlines the concepts of power and defiance. 
In focusing on the success of Sidiqi as an 
entrepreneur, Lemmon offers important insights 
about the opportunity women have in 
dismantling oppressive norms through 
economic contributions. 

This highlights how Sidiqi's portrayal of 
determination and resilience complements the 
implication of feminist themes in “The 
Dressmaker of Khair Khana,”. Lemmon’s story 
also exemplifies how the culture of 
entrepreneurship cultivates women’s agency 
and defies patriarchy. This contributes to the 
existing literature on the role that economic 
activities can play in social change in conflict 
areas. 

Discussion 

Introduction of Feminist Perspectives 

The representation of Afghan women in The 
Dressmaker of Khair Khana offers a complex 
narrative that reflects their resilience amid 
oppression. Feminist theorist Simone de 
Beauvoir posits that women have historically 
been constructed as "the Other," a perspective 
that can be applied to how Afghan women are 
often perceived in Western narratives (De 
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Beauvoir, 1949). This study aims to explore 
these representations while integrating critiques 
from various feminist scholars to provide a 
nuanced understanding. 

Positive Representation and Supporting 
Arguments 

The novel effectively portrays Afghan women 
as resilient and resourceful, which aligns with 
feminist theories that emphasize agency. Amina 
Wadud asserts that narratives showcasing 
women's strength in oppressive contexts serve to 
empower and inspire not just Afghan women, 
but women worldwide (Wadud, 2007). The 
protagonist, Kamila, embodies this resilience as 
she navigates the challenges imposed by the 
Taliban regime, transforming her skills into a 
successful business that supports her family. 

However, this positive representation is 
challenged by critics like Nawal El Saadawi, 
who argue that such narratives can perpetuate 
stereotypes of the "strong, suffering woman" (El 
Saadawi, 2015). El Saadawi’s critique 
emphasizes that while Kamila’s story is 
compelling, it risks oversimplifying the broader 
complexities of Afghan women’s lives, which 
are often marred by systemic inequalities and 
cultural constraints. This dual perspective 
invites readers to question whether the narrative 
genuinely empowers Afghan women or merely 
romanticizes their struggles. 

Cultural Context and Critique 

The narrative also highlights the unique cultural 
and social challenges faced by Afghan women, 
offering insights into their lived experiences. 
Lila Abu-Lughod argues for the importance of 
contextualizing women’s narratives to capture 
the intricacies of their struggles (Abu-Lughod, 
2002). This approach is evident in the detailed 
depiction of Kamila’s community and the socio-
political backdrop against which her story 
unfolds. 

Conversely, Judith Butler critiques the focus on 
domestic roles within feminist narratives, 
suggesting that it may obscure the systemic 
issues of patriarchy and violence that shape 
women’s lives (Butler, 2010). While The 
Dressmaker of Khair Khana provides a rich 

cultural context, Butler’s perspective prompts a 
critical examination of whether the narrative 
addresses the underlying patriarchal structures 
or simply portrays women as resilient within 
them. 

Empowerment vs. Reinforcement of Norms 

The story undoubtedly empowers women by 
showcasing their entrepreneurial spirit and 
community support. Proponents of this view, 
like Chandra Talpade Mohanty, argue that 
stories of women's economic agency challenge 
traditional gender roles and inspire collective 
action (Mohanty, 2003). Kamila's ability to 
mobilize her community around her sewing 
business exemplifies this empowerment. 

Yet, scholars like Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
caution against the potential commodification of 
women’s experiences. Spivak contends that 
narratives celebrating empowerment can 
inadvertently reinforce existing norms by 
presenting a homogenized view of women’s 
struggles (Spivak, 1988). This critique is 
relevant when considering how Kamila’s 
success is framed; while it is a victory for 
individual agency, it may also obscure the 
broader systemic issues that continue to impact 
Afghan women’s lives. 

Summary of Findings 

Upon analyzing the compelling arguments in 
"The Dressmaker of Khair Khana," it becomes 
evident that Kamila Sidiqi's entrepreneurial 
efforts have significantly improved her family's 
economic status and resilience. Through her 
business, Sidiqi not only feeds her family but 
also has a means to defy the Taliban authorities. 
Her achievements afford eloquent testimony of 
the fact that when a woman is an entrepreneur, 
she does not simply defy a living pattern 
considered hostile to her sex and race; she also 
becomes the symbol of the unity of womanhood. 

The creation of social and economic relations 
through investment in Sidiqi business also 
translates the principle of togetherness in terms 
of resilience. Consequently, in the following, 
they elaborate on these aspects and offer 
valuable lessons from Lemmon’s narrative on 
women’s entrepreneurship in conflict settings. 



Page | 864                                                                                      International Journal of Human and Society (IJHS) 
 

Implications for Feminist Discourse 

Specifically, the discussion of Kamila Sidiqi's 
story contributes significantly to the overall 
history of women's oppression and resistance, as 
the emphasis on economic self-sufficiency 
suggests. As a result, "The Dressmaker of Khair 
Khana" provides an informative case on how the 
act of women supplying products, including 
those produced in microenterprises, acts as a 
subversive measure against heinous regimes. 
The book presents Sidiqi's success narrative as a 
lesson for women's entrepreneurship in conflict-
affected contexts. 

The book's feminism themes assert that women's 
transformation hinges heavily on their economic 
roles. Given the way that Lemmon constructs the 
narrative around the protagonist, Sidiqi, this 
intervention may cast a particular and valuable 
light on women’s entrepreneurship as a process 
by which women overcome oppressive norms 
and develop strength. 

Suggestions for further research 

We can conduct more studies on similar 
examples of women's entrepreneurship in 
conflict areas to gain further insights into the 
factors that both encourage and inhibit women's 
actions. Studies conducted in various 
geographical or temporal settings may provide 
additional information about the impact of 
women's economic activities in oppressive 
environments. 

Furthermore, research could explore the effects 
of social and economic relationships propagated 
through entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is crucial 
to understand how these networks foster 
resilience and self-empowerment, as this 
understanding will prove beneficial in 
formulating strategies and initiatives for women 
facing conflict. 

Conclusion 

In the book “The Dressmaker of Khair Khana,” 
Lemmon tells the story of Kamila Sidiqi and her 
business during Taliban control. It is worthwhile 
to look at such values as economic capital, hard 
work, and social support to illustrate how the 
principles of successful business can transform 
people’s lives and advocate for liberation from 

oppressive patterns. Therefore, the story of 
Sidiqi helps to expand the understanding of 
women’s entrepreneurship and female 
endurance in terms of adversity by showing 
what kinds of economic activities they can 
undertake to advance their careers and combat 
adversity. 

Therefore, to achieve this objective, this paper 
aims to portray Sidiqi's life as the prime example 
of how economic independence empowers 
individuals to stand firm and challenge 
stereotypes of femininity. Following the main 
plot of the story, it is possible to identify the 
intended message for women—it is possible to 
look for better employment opportunities and 
become agents of change in a hostile 
environment. Drawing from “The Dressmaker 
of Khair Khana,” there are lessons on how 
women’s entrepreneurship works within conflict 
environments to empower women 
economically, and the book’s message resonates 
well within the empirical analysis of women’s 
economic capability and agency. 
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