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Abstract: The issue of Palestinian refugees and their diaspora is a multifaceted and enduring aspect of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, rooted in historical displacement events, particularly the 1948 Arab-Israeli War and
the 1967 Six-Day War. Approximately 750,000 Palestinians were displaced in 1948 alone, leading to a significant
refugee population recognized uniquely by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). The legal
and political status of these refugees varies significantly across host countries, impacting their socio-economic
conditions and rights. Central to the refugee issue is the contentious "right of return,” enshrined in UN General
Assembly Resolution 194, which remains a major barrier in peace negotiations. The Palestinian diaspora extends
globally, contributing to their host societies while maintaining a strong connection to their homeland. Current
challenges include the socio-economic conditions in Gaza and the West Bank, political divisions among
Palestinian factions, and the shifting geopolitical landscape in the Middle East. Despite ongoing efforts to resolve
the refugee crisis through various proposals, a comprehensive and just solution remains elusive. This abstract
underscores the complexities of the Palestinian refugee issue, highlighting its historical roots, current challenges,

and the persistent quest for justice and peace.

Keywords: Palestinian refugees, Arab-Israeli War, UNRWA, Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Socio-
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Historical Background

The origins of the Palestinian refugee crisis are
deeply embedded in the turbulent history of the
mid-20th century, particularly the events
surrounding the establishment of the State of
Israel and the subsequent Arab-Israeli conflicts.
Understanding this background is essential to
grasping the complexities and enduring nature

of the Palestinian refugee issue.
The Mandate Period and Rising Tensions

The seeds of the conflict were sown during the
British Mandate for Palestine (1920-1948), a
period marked by increasing tensions between
the Jewish and Arab populations in the region.

These tensions were exacerbated by the British



government's 1917 Balfour Declaration, which
supported a "national home for the Jewish
people"” in Palestine. During this time, there was
a notable surge in Jewish immigration to
Palestine, especially in response to the
development of anti-Semitism in Europe that
resulted in the Holocaust. The formation of a
Jewish state was opposed by the Arab
community, which felt more and more
threatened by the demographic and political
changes and marginalized.

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War and the Nakba

The United Nations' 1947 Partition Plan
proposed the division of Palestine into separate
Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem as an
international city. This plan was accepted by the
Jewish leadership but rejected by the Arab states
and the Palestinian Arab leadership. The ensuing
civil war between Jewish and Arab communities
escalated into a full-scale conflict following the
declaration of the State of Israel on May 14,
1948, and the subsequent invasion by
neighboring Arab states.

Palestinians were forcibly uprooted as a result
of the conflict, a horrific occurrence known as
the Nakba, or "catastrophe." About 750,000
Arab Palestinians were driven from their homes
in the areas that became a part of the new State
of Israel, or they were compelled to escape.
These refugees sought asylum in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, which were then governed by
Jordan and Egypt, respectively, as well as in
neighbouring Arab nations like Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, and Egypt.

The Creation of UNRWA

In response to the humanitarian crisis, the United
Nations established the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) in December 1949.
UNRWA was tasked with providing assistance,
protection, and advocacy for Palestinian
refugees, distinguishing them from other
refugee groups managed by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
This separate agency reflects the unique and
enduring nature of the Palestinian refugee
situation.
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The 1967 Six-Day War and Further
Displacement

The Palestinian refugee crisis was exacerbated
by the 1967 Six-Day War, during which Israel
occupied the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East
Jerusalem, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Golan
Heights. This conflict resulted in a second wave
of displacement, with an estimated 300,000
Palestinians fleeing the newly occupied
territories, many of whom were already refugees
from the 1948 war. The occupation of these
territories has continued to this day, contributing
to ongoing tensions and instability in the region.

Legal and Political Developments

In international diplomacy, the legal and
political status of Palestinian refugees has been
a divisive topic. Resolution 194 of the United
Nations General Assembly, which was passed in
December 1948, states that refugees should be
permitted to return to their homes and live in
peace with their neighbours, and that those who
opt not to return should get compensation.

This resolution forms the basis for the
Palestinian demand for the "right of return," a
principle that remains a significant point of
contention in Israeli-Palestinian negotiations.

The Diaspora and Ongoing Struggles

The Palestinian diaspora now extends far
beyond the Middle East, with significant
communities in North America, Europe, and
other parts of the world. While some refugees
have been able to integrate into their host
societies, many continue to live in difficult
conditions, facing legal, social, and economic
challenges. In Lebanon, for example, Palestinian
refugees  face
employment, property ownership, and access to
services. In Jordan, while many have been
granted citizenship, others remain in a stateless
limbo. The situation in Syria has further
deteriorated due to the ongoing civil war,
displacing many Palestinians once again.

severe  restrictions  on

Introduction

The plight of Palestinian refugees and their
expansive diaspora represents one of the most
protracted and complex humanitarian crises of
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the modern era. This issue, deeply intertwined
with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has
persisted for over seven decades, involving
intricate layers of historical events, legal
debates, political struggles, and personal stories
of displacement and resilience. The term
"Palestinian refugees" broadly refers to the
descendants of the approximately 750,000
Palestinian Arabs who were displaced during the
1948 Arab-Israeli War, an event known in
Arabic as the Nakba, or "catastrophe." The
conflict that followed the establishment of the
State of Israel resulted in widespread
displacement, leading to a significant and
enduring refugee population primarily in the
Middle East, but also spread across the globe.

The origins of the Palestinian refugee crisis are
rooted in the mid-20th century, a period marked
by intense conflict and geopolitical shifts.
Following the declaration of the State of Israel
in May 1948, a war erupted between the new
state and its Arab neighbors. The ensuing
hostilities resulted in the mass exodus of
Palestinians from their homes, either fleeing
violence or being forcibly expelled. This initial
wave of displacement created a substantial
refugee population that was further exacerbated
by the 1967 Six-Day War, during which Israel
occupied the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East
Jerusalem, territories that housed many of the
original refugees and their descendants.

Internationally, Palestinian refugees are
uniquely recognized and supported by the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),
established in 1949. Unlike other refugees who
fall under the mandate of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
Palestinian refugees receive specific assistance
from UNRWA, reflecting the particular
historical and political circumstances of their
plight. This distinction underscores the enduring
and singular nature of their displacement.

One of the main and most controversial aspects
of the Palestinian refugee story is the "right of
return." Resolution 194 of the UN General
Assembly states that refugees should be allowed
to return to their homes and live in peace with
their neighbours. This principle is based on that
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resolution. The right of return is fundamental to
Palestinian claims to justice and national
identity. State of Israel, on the other hand, is
against the widespread repatriation of
Palestinian refugees, claiming that doing so
would jeopardise the state's identity and the
Jewish demographic majority.

This disagreement has been a major stumbling
block in peace negotiations and efforts to resolve
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The Palestinian diaspora, comprising millions of
individuals, is dispersed across the Middle East
and beyond. In countries like Jordan, Lebanon,
and Syria, Palestinian refugees face varying
degrees of integration and socio-economic
challenges. In Jordan, many Palestinians have
been granted citizenship, whereas in Lebanon
and Syria, refugees often live under restrictive
conditions with limited rights and opportunities.
Beyond the Middle East, significant Palestinian
communities exist in North America, Europe,
and Latin America, where they continue to
preserve their cultural identity and advocate for
Palestinian rights.

Despite the passage of time, the issue of
Palestinian refugees remains a focal point of the
broader  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. It
encapsulates not only the historical grievances
and rights of millions of displaced individuals
but also the ongoing struggle for justice,
identity, and a lasting peace in the region. This
article sets the stage for a deeper exploration of
the historical context, legal frameworks, and
contemporary challenges faced by Palestinian
refugees and their diaspora, highlighting the
complexity and urgency of finding a just
resolution to this enduring humanitarian crisis.

Research Questions

1. How did the events of the 1948 Arab-
Israeli War and the Nakba contribute to
the initial displacement of Palestinian
refugees?

2. What are the legal challenges and
implications of implementing the right
of return for Palestinian refugees under
international law?

3. What are the socio-economic conditions

Page | 747



of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, and other host countries?

4. How do  Palestinian  diaspora
communities maintain their cultural
identity and political activism across

different global contexts?
Research Objectives

1. To analyze the influence of Zionist
political thought and the role of military
actions in the creation of the Palestinian
refugee crisis.

2. Evaluate how host countries’ legal
frameworks affect the rights, status, and
integration of Palestinian refugees.

3. Explore how varying legal statuses of
Palestinian refugees in different host
countries impact their quality of life and
opportunities.

4. To investigate the evolution of
Palestinian national identity within
diaspora communities and the factors
influencing this evolution.

Literature review

This study analyze the historical origins of the
Palestinian refugee problem, focusing on the
events surrounding the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.
In the article, "The Birth of the Palestinian
Refugee Problem Revisited," offers a detailed
account of the displacement of Palestinian Arabs
during the war, drawing on a wide range of
archival sources to argue that the exodus was a
result of both direct expulsions by Israeli forces
and the chaotic conditions of war (Morris,
2004). Ilan Pappé's "The Ethnic Cleansing of
Palestine" presents a more critical perspective,
contending that the mass displacement was part
of a deliberate plan by Zionist leaders to create a
Jewish state with a Jewish majority (Pappé,
20006).

The legal status and rights of Palestinian
refugees have been a focal point of international
law and diplomatic efforts. John Quigley's
"Palestine and Israel: A Challenge to Justice"
explores the legal arguments surrounding the
right of return, anchored in United Nations
General Assembly Resolution 194, which calls
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for the return of refugees wishing to live at peace
with their neighbors (Quigley, 1990). Similarly,
in the article "Temporary Protection as an
Instrument for Implementing the Right of
Return for Palestinian Refugees" examines the
potential for international legal mechanisms to
facilitate the return or compensation of refugees
(Akram & Rempel, 2004).

The socio-economic conditions of Palestinian
refugees in various host countries have been the
subject of significant academic inquiry. Laurie
Brand's "Palestinians in the Arab World:
Institution Building and the Search for State"
provides an in-depth analysis of the socio-
economic and political conditions of Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt,
highlighting the diversity of their experiences
and the challenges they face (Brand, 1988).
Nadje Al-Ali's "Secularism, Gender and the
State in the Middle East" explores the gendered
dimensions of refugee life, emphasizing how
displacement affects men and women differently
and impacts family structures (Al-Ali, 2000).

The Palestinian diaspora's experiences and
contributions have been explored from various
angles. "The Palestinian Diaspora: Formation of
Identities and Politics of Homeland" edited by
Helena Schulz and Juliane Hammer, examines
how the Palestinian identity is maintained and
different  diaspora
communities, focusing on the political activism
and cultural production that link them to their
homeland (Schulz & Hammer, 2003). Rashid
Khalidi's "Palestinian Identity: The Construction
of Modern National Consciousness" provides a
historical and sociological perspective on how
Palestinian national identity has evolved,
particularly in the diaspora, amidst the pressures
of displacement and statelessness (Khalidi,
1997).

transformed across

The political implications of the Palestinian
refugee issue in the context of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict are critically examined in
works like "The Iron Cage: The Story of the
Palestinian Struggle for Statehood" by Rashid
Khalidi. This book explores how the refugee
issue remains a significant barrier to peace,
complicating negotiations and perpetuating the
conflict (Khalidi, 2006). Furthermore, "Peace to
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Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of the
Palestinian and Israeli People," a report by the
Trump  administration, illustrates recent
diplomatic efforts and their implications for
Palestinian refugees, although it has faced
significant criticism for its approach (White
House, 2020).

In this article "Palestinian Refugees: Identity,
Space and Place in the Levant" provides an in-
depth analysis of the socio-economic conditions
and identity formation of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan. This study explore
how refugees navigate their lives within the
constraints imposed by their host countries'
policies, focusing on the complex interplay
between identity, community resilience, and
spatial dynamics. The study highlights the
varying degrees of integration and
marginalization experienced by refugees in
different contexts, emphasizing how legal status,
access to resources, and political dynamics
shape their everyday realities. This study gives
the understanding these factors is crucial for
addressing the broader implications of the
Palestinian refugee crisis in the region (Bocco
and Shaked, 2010).

The book "The Islamic Revival Since 1988"
offers a comprehensive survey of the resurgence
of Islamic movements and ideologies across the
globe since the late 1980s. The book explores
the diverse manifestations of Islamic revivalism,
including political, social, and cultural
dimensions, in various regions such as the
Middle East, South Asia, and the West. It delves
into the reasons behind the revival, including
socio-economic factors, identity politics, and
reactions to globalization and Western
influence. The contributions in the book
examine the impact of Islamic revival on local
and global politics, emphasizing both the
positive and challenging aspects of this
phenomenon. By providing a critical analysis
and a rich bibliography, the book serves as a
valuable resource for understanding the
complexities and dynamics of contemporary
Islamic movements (Haddad & Esposito, 1997).
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Contemporary Analysis

of Palestinian

Refugees and Diaspora

The Palestinian refugee crisis, an enduring issue

rooted in the mid-20th century, continues to

have  profound

political,  social, and

humanitarian implications today. Contemporary

analysis of this crisis involves examining recent

developments, current conditions in refugee

communities, and the ongoing challenges in

finding a lasting

solution. This analysis

highlights the complexity of the situation,

shaped by regional instability, international

diplomacy, and the resilience of the Palestinian
people.

Current Conditions in Host Countries

Palestinian refugees are primarily concentrated
in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the West Bank, and
the Gaza Strip. The conditions in these host

countries vary significantly:

Jordan: Hosting the largest number of
Palestinian refugees, Jordan has granted
citizenship to many, allowing for better
integration and access to services. However,
there remains a significant population living
in refugee economic

camps, facing

hardships and limited opportunities.

Lebanon: Palestinian refugees in Lebanon
face severe restrictions on employment,
property ownership, and access to social
services.  The  legal and  social
marginalization has led to poor living
conditions in overcrowded camps, with
limited prospects for improvement.

Syria: The
dramatically worsened the

ongoing civil war has
plight of
Palestinian refugees, with many being
displaced multiple times. The destruction of
camps, such as Yarmouk, and the general
instability in the country have exacerbated
their vulnerabilities.

West Bank and Gaza Strip: Under Israeli
occupation, Palestinians in these territories
face significant restrictions on movement,
economic activity, and access to resources.
The blockade of Gaza has resulted in a
severe humanitarian crisis, with high levels
of poverty and unemployment.
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Regional Instability and Its Impact

The Middle East has been characterized by
political turmoil and conflict, which continues to
impact Palestinian refugees. The Syrian civil
war, conflicts in Lebanon, and the broader
regional tensions have compounded the
difficulties faced by refugees. Additionally, the
rise of extremist groups and sectarian violence
has further destabilized the region, making it
harder for refugees to find safe and stable
environments.

International Diplomacy and Peace Efforts

The Abraham Accords and the US-led "Peace to
Prosperity" plan are two recent diplomatic
initiatives that have tried to solve some aspects
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, although they
have frequently come under fire for ignoring the
refugee problem. Palestinians were dissatisfied
with the Abraham Accords because they did not
address the right of return or compensation for
Palestinian refugees, despite the fact that they
normalized relations between Israel and
numerous Arab states.

The "Peace to Prosperity" plan, unveiled by the
Trump administration, proposed economic
incentives for Palestinians but was widely
criticized for its perceived bias towards Israeli
interests and its failure to offer a viable solution
for refugees. The plan's lack of support from
Palestinian  leadership and the
community highlighted the
challenges in achieving a consensus on the
refugee issue.

broader
international

Humanitarian Assistance and UNRWA's
Role

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA) continues to play a crucial role in
providing services and support to Palestinian
refugees. Despite facing financial crises and
political pressure, UNRWA offers education,
healthcare, and social services to millions of
refugees. However, funding shortages and
political attacks on the agency have threatened
its ability to operate effectively, further
endangering the welfare of refugees.
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The Role of the Palestinian Diaspora

The Palestinian diaspora, spread across the
globe, remains active in advocating for the rights
and recognition of refugees. Diaspora
communities have been instrumental in raising
awareness, lobbying for political support, and
providing financial aid to those in need. The
diaspora's engagement in cultural and political
activities helps maintain the Palestinian identity
and supports the struggle for a just resolution to
the refugee issue.

Ongoing Challenges and Prospects for
Resolution

One of the world's longest-lasting and most
complicated refugee crises is the Palestinian
one. Key challenges include:

e Lack of Political Will: The absence of a
unified political ~strategy and the
unwillingness of key stakeholders to address
the right of return and compensation remain
significant obstacles.

¢ International Divisions: The international
community is divided on how to approach
the refugee issue, with some countries
supporting Israeli policies and others
advocating for Palestinian rights.

e Humanitarian Needs: Meeting the
immediate humanitarian needs of refugees,
such as housing, education, and healthcare,
is a constant challenge amidst funding

shortfalls and political instability.

A sustainable resolution to the Palestinian
refugee crisis requires a comprehensive
approach that addresses historical grievances,
legal rights, and socio-economic conditions. It
necessitates the involvement of all stakeholders,
including refugees themselves, host countries,
Israel, and the international community. Until
such a solution is found, Palestinian refugees
will continue to live in uncertainty, striving for
recognition and justice in a turbulent world.

Current Situation of Palestinian Refugees
after the Recent War on Gaza

The recent escalation in Gaza, often referred to
as a war, has significantly impacted the lives of
Palestinian refugees both within Gaza and in the
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wider region. The conflict, characterized by

intense

aerial bombardments and ground

operations, has led to widespread destruction,
loss of life, and further displacement of already

vulnerable populations.

Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza

1. Casualties and Displacement:

The war resulted in a substantial number
of casualties, including civilians, many
of whom were women and children. The
exact figures vary, but reports indicate
thousands were injured or killed.

Thousands of families were displaced as
their homes were destroyed or rendered
uninhabitable. Temporary shelters, such
as schools and makeshift camps, have
been set up to accommodate the newly
homeless, exacerbating the already dire
living conditions in Gaza.

2. Infrastructure Destruction:

Significant damage was inflicted on
critical infrastructure, including homes,
hospitals, schools, and water and
electricity facilities. This has severely
hampered access to essential services
and worsened the humanitarian
situation.

The destruction of infrastructure has
also impacted the
leading to loss of livelihoods and
increasing dependency on humanitarian
aid.

local economy,

3. Health Crisis:

The health system, already strained by
years of blockade
conflicts, is struggling to cope with the
influx of injured and sick individuals.
Shortages of medical supplies,
equipment, and personnel have reached

and previous

critical levels.

The psychological impact of the war has
led to increased cases of trauma,
especially among children, who have
witnessed and endured severe violence.
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4. Food and Water Security:

The destruction of agricultural land and
fishing infrastructure has disrupted food
production, leading to increased food
insecurity.

Damage to water infrastructure has
reduced access to clean water, raising
concerns about waterborne diseases and
hygiene.

Refugees in Other Regions

1. Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria:

The situation of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria remains
precarious. In Lebanon, refugees
continue to face severe restrictions on
employment and property ownership,
while the economic crisis in the country

has further marginalized them.

In Jordan, while many refugees have
citizenship, those in camps face
challenges related to overcrowding and

limited resources.

The Syrian civil war has compounded
the plight of Palestinian refugees in
Syria, with many being displaced
multiple times and living in extreme

hardship.

2. Impact on the Diaspora:

The recent war has galvanized
Palestinian ~ diaspora  communities
worldwide, leading to increased

activism and calls for international
intervention. However, the political and

humanitarian  support  from  the
international ~ community  remains
inconsistent.

International Response

1. Humanitarian Aid:

International organizations, including
the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), have been
mobilizing to provide
assistance. However, funding shortfalls

emergency
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and political constraints continue to
limit their capacity to meet the vast
needs.

e Various countries and NGOs have
pledged aid, but the delivery and
distribution of this aid are often
hindered by the blockade and logistical
challenges.

2. Political Stance and Diplomacy:

e The international response to the
conflict and its aftermath has been
mixed. Some countries have condemned
the violence and called for ceasefires,
while others have focused on diplomatic
solutions  without addressing the
underlying causes of the refugee crisis.

o Efforts to restart peace negotiations
have faced significant hurdles, with
deep-seated mistrust between the parties
and  differing  priorities among
international stakeholders.

Long-Term Implications
1. Resilience and Adaptation:

e Despite the adversities, Palestinian
refugees have shown remarkable
resilience. Community solidarity, local
initiatives, and international support
have played crucial roles in coping with
the immediate aftermath.

e However, the cyclical nature of conflict
and  displacement  threatens to
undermine long-term development and
stability for Palestinian refugees.

2. Prospects for Resolution:

e The recent war underscores the urgent
need for a comprehensive political
solution to the Palestinian refugee issue.
Only by addressing the underlying
causes of the conflict the right of return,
statehood, and economic development
can the area achieve lasting peace and
stability.

e Any long-term resolution must involve
all stakeholders, ensuring that the voices
and rights of Palestinian refugees are
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central to the peace process.
Conclusion

The Palestinian refugee crisis, a defining issue
of the 20th and 21st centuries, remains a potent
symbol of displacement, statelessness, and the
quest for justice. From the catastrophic events of
the 1948 Nakba, which led to the mass
displacement of Palestinians, to the recent
conflicts in Gaza, the plight of Palestinian
refugees has been marked by ongoing suffering,
resilience, and the struggle for recognition and
rights. Historical analysis reveals that the roots
of the refugee crisis are deeply intertwined with
the  broader conflict,
influenced by political decisions, military

Israeli-Palestinian

actions, and international responses. The initial
displacement during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War
and subsequent waves of refugees, particularly
following the 1967 Six-Day War, have left
millions of Palestinians stateless and reliant on
international aid. Key historical events and
policies have shaped the trajectory of the
Palestinian refugee issue, underscoring the
complexity of achieving a just resolution.

Contemporary analysis highlights the dire
conditions faced by Palestinian refugees in
various host countries, including Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, and the Palestinian territories.
These populations continue to experience severe
socio-economic hardships, legal restrictions,
and limited access to basic services. The recent
escalation in Gaza has exacerbated these
challenges, leading to further displacement,
destruction of infrastructure, and a deepening
humanitarian crisis.

The international community, through
organizations like the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA), has played a crucial
role in providing assistance to Palestinian
refugees. However, persistent funding shortages
and political pressures hinder these efforts.
Meanwhile, the Palestinian diaspora has
emerged as a critical force in advocating for
refugee rights and maintaining cultural identity,
demonstrating resilience and solidarity across
the globe.

In conclusion, the Palestinian refugee crisis is a
testament to the enduring human spirit amidst
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adversity. It demands sustained international
attention and action to ensure that Palestinian
refugees can realize their rights and aspirations.
A just and lasting solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, including the resolution of
the refugee issue, remains imperative for
achieving peace and stability in the Middle East.
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