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Abstract: The entire edifice of Islamic jurisprudence (Al- figh al-Isiq mi) is based on jurisprudential Principles
(al-gawn “id al-fighiyyah) and similarly the entire structure of the Statutory Law is also based on fundamental
legal Principles which is called Legal Maxims as well.

These fundamental principles played a key and vibrant role in interpretation of the legal matters and helped in
gathering all these interpretations under a singal umbrella.

Hence almost all legal experts and writers have included them in their esteemed works, such as Herbert Broom,
a famous law writer included them in his celebrated and renowned writing “A selections of legal maxims;
Classified and Illustrated” and the Ottoman Empire adopted the same approach in its courts manual “the
Ottoman Mejelle, known as Majallat al-4 pkq m al- ‘Adliyyah”

Among the aforesaid fundamental legal maxims there is a prominent and noticeable maxim related to the
proximate and remote cause of any event aiming to decide the legal staus and figuring out the main reason of the
said event

This study focuses on explaination and implementation of the said maxim in the light of “A selections of legal
maxims; Classified and Illustrated by Herbert Broom and Majallat al-A pkq m al- ‘Adliyyah” by the then Ottoman

Empire.

Keywords: Legal Maxims, Al- figh al-Islq mi, al-qaw- ’id al-fighiyyah, Broom’s Legal Maxims, the
Ottoman Mejelle(Majallat al-4 pkq m al- ‘Adliyyah) Proximate/Remote Cause
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“The law will look to the corrupt beginning

and consider it as one entire act..."
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“Therefore, the first motive, as showing the
intention, must be principally regarded”™"
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“The death must be the immediate cause of
that personal neglect”™"!
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